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SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN LAND REFORM 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 2364 

1. RESPONSIBLE FONMIN OFFICER TOLD EMBOFF MARCH 4 THAT, 

BASED ON ADMITTEDLY SKETCHY INFORMATION SO FAR AVAILABLE, 
DIRG'S LAND REFORM DECREES BID FAIR TO COMPOUND ETHIOPIAN 
PROBLEMS. FOREIGN MINISTRY IS UNAWARE OF EXTENT TO WHICH 
DIRG INTENDS TO PRESS THESE SWEEPING AND RADICAL MEASURES ON 

A PEASANTRY AND CHURCH WHICH HAD A NEAR-FANATICAL ATTACHMENT 
TO THEIR TRADITIONAL AND TRIBAL LANDS. IF IT GOES TOO FAR 
AND FAST, HOWEVER, IN ATTACKING THE ANCIENT AND COMPLEX LAND 
TENURE SYSTEMS, DIRG WOULD BE INTRODUCING A NEW AND SERIOUS 
SOURCE OF INSTABILITY. 

2. CERTAINLY, PER OUR SOURCE, NEW POCKETS OF RESENTMENT AND 
POSSIBLE RESISTANCE TOWARD DIRG ARE BEING CREATED THROUGHOUT 
THE COUNTRY, THE ERITREAN QUESTION ASIDE. WHILE THE DIRG IS 
THE "SINGLE REMAINING POWER STRUCTURE" IN THE COUNTRY, AND 
THOUGH IT IS HARD TO SEE WHAT ELEMENTS MIGHT TRY TO SUPPLANT 
IT, DIRG MAY FIND IT HAS BITTEN OFF FAR TOO MUCH IF IT TRIES 

TO IMPLEMENT THE NEW MEASURES. VOLPE 
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